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Let's study Japanese together!
You can learn how to communicate in shops and over the phone.

MEligible Applicants:
Foreign residents who want to learn beginner’s

conversation and live, work, or go to school in Mitaka.

BMDoate & Time:
Every Saturday 10:30-11:30

BPlace: MISHOP Meeting Room

B Class: Group lessons

B Capacity:

8 people
BMFee: ¥ 2,000 (including materials)
B Application: Contact in person /by phone/by email.

15:30pm - 16:30pm

Chat Remotely! We now have a program where you can
converse over the internet.

Don’t know Japanese? That’s okay! Conversations will

be led by native Japanese-speaking volunteers.

Let’s all have fun speaking and playing games in Japanese
online together!

B Sign-up: See the MISHOP Homepage.
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Voices from our foreign members
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This time, we heard from Susana and Jorge, a husband and wife from Mexico.
EHOMETOWN

Susana (Su): I'm from Navojoa, in the Mexican state of Sonora. Sonora is famous
for the historical city of Alamos. It's surrounded by mountains and has beautiful
views.

Jorge: I was born in Tlaquepaque in Mexico's Jalisco. Tequila is a local specialty of
Jalisco. Like Champagne, Tequila is a label reserved only for the product from that
specific region.

HWPURPOSE

Jorge: I came to Japan in June of 2021 and work at the National Astronomical
Observo'rory of Japan (NAOJ) as an astronomer. My two main duties there are
con‘rribufing to the scientific operations of Chile's ALMA observatory (the most
powerful radio telescope in the world!) and conducting scientific research. My
research focuses on discovering distant galaxies and studying their physical
properties. The light picked up by our telescopes was produced when the universe
was only 5-10% of its current age. So, we are literally looking back in time!
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The main goal of my research is to understand when, where, and how the first

massive galaxies in the universe were formed.
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my husband, in October 2021.

MJAPANESE CLASS

Su: The Japanese classes are so much fun! Being able to practice basic
conversation with fellow students is very effective.

Jorge: I believe this is an important program for foreigners living in Japan. Basic
Japanese is crucial to everyday life, be it shopping at the grocery store or ordering
a beer at the bar!

B IMPRESSION

Su: Japan is safe, and the roads, trains, and restrooms are so clean. And I was
surprised how you can find vending machines anywhere you go.

Jorge: The most surprising thing for me...would be children walking around by
themselves. I sometimes see children going to school by bus without a parent or
guardian accompanying them. Unfortunately, Mexico is tfoo unsafe to allow that.
On the other hand, it's fascinating how many aspects the two countries share. For
example, despite being such different sizes, Japan and Mexico have about the same
size populations: appr.
experience frequent earthquakes. Both have long coastlines along the Pacific

130 million. Also, they both have lots of volcanoes and

Ocean, and both Japanese and Mexican people are friendly!

BMCONCERN

Su: I have to say, the language barrier. I can't speak Japanese well, so it's hard

to communicate with Japanese people. However, I'm grateful for how kind the
locals are.

Jorge: It was tough getting a haircut when not speaking Japanese...though perhaps
I should say it was funny! The first salon turned me away since they didn't speak
English, and the second place put a hairdresser with minimal English in charge of
me. We communicated through English and hand gestures, and the haircut went
without a hitch!

BJAPANESE CUISINE

Jorge: Everything I eat is delicious! Apart from wasabi...
Su: I like sashimi. But I'm not fond of natto...
presentation of Japanese food is fantastic too. I find the many different sizes and
shapes of the platters particularly endearing in a traditional Japanese meal. I also
love Japanese desserts. For breakfast, I cook more western-style (fruit with
yogurt, eggs with bread, coffee, etc.), for lunch and dinner I usually buy readymade
food from the convenience store or supermarket, and sometimes, I eat in
restaurants to discover new places and foods. ."

BMEXICAN CUISINE

Su: Mexican cuisine is good, but it uses chilis that might be quite spicy to Japanese.
Also, the staple food is tortillas made of corn or wheat flour.

Jorge: This is a feature that makes it different from rice-based Japanese cuisine.
Mexican cuisine is rich in flavor and color. For the record, bean dishes in Mexico

And I love udon.
Sorry. Aside from the flavors, the

are salty and are not as sweet as in Japan. And did you all know that the history of
chocolate originated in Mexico?!

EToKYo

Jorge: Tokyo is a fascinating place. From parks, to restaurants, to temples and
Japanese festivals, there are so many places to explore. You can hop a train to the
sea or the mountains, and I find it amazing how you can enjoy surfing, skiing, or
hiking almost any weekend! What I don't like is having to walk to the station every
day at this time of year when it's 5°out and the sun sets very early... (2

Su: I find Tokyo to be very clean and safe. Between the trains, buses, and bicycles,
there are so many ways to get around, and I like the fact that you can find
everything you need around the station: supermarkets, convenience stores,
restaurants, clothing stores, restrooms, etc. But I'm not crazy about the high price
of goods. (*; Also, my favorite thing to do in Mitaka is relax in Inokashira Park
while eating or drinking something.

EWHAT I WANT TO DO IN JAPAN

Jorge: There are so many places I want to go to, like Okinawa, Kyoto, and Hokkaido,
so I'm making a list. The other day, I was able to experience skiing, open-air onsen,
yukata and geta in Nagano and Gunma Prefecture, which was fun. I'd like to go
skiing again sometime.

Su: I would like to learn enough Japanese to “survive” and get a job here. Also, I'd
like to learn more about Japanese culture. As a matter of fact, I've loved Japan
ever since I was little, so everything about living here now is wonderful. While here
in Japan, I hope to visit many places, see all sorts of sights, and eat different
things. I feel I am living my dream now with the best person, my husband.

Y Ms. Susana and Mr. Jorge, thank you for your wonderful testimony!
Y Thanks to Christine Dashiell for the English translation
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