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Kick-Off Meeting 2017 
	 The	annual	MISHOP	membership	“Kick-Off	Meeting	2017”	was	held	
on	June	24	with	about	40	members	attending.	In	addition	to	the	usual	
reports,	Mr.	Hiroshi	Nasu	was	awarded	a	special	letter	of	appreciation	from	
MISHOP.

	 Following	the	opening	
remarks by Chairperson Takashi 
Kawamura	and	a	message	from	
Mayor	Keiko	Kiyohara,	Mr.	Nasu	
was	recognized	for	his	many	years	
of	service.	In	his	words,	“When	
I	lived	abroad	at	the	time	when	
trading	companies	began	to	grow,	
I	felt	the	need	for	international	
support	and	international	exchange,	so	I	became	a	member	of	MISHOP	
in	1990.”		He	served	as	a	councilor	from	1996	to	2003,	then	as	a	board	
member	from	2003	to	June	2016,	and	served	as	vice	chair	from	2006	to	
2012.	He	also	worked	to	promote	understanding	of	multiculturalism	among	
citizens	as	president	of	the	Multicultural	Education	Division	until	last	year.
After	that,	Mr.	Kenichi	Managi,	general	secretary,	gave	the	business	report	
for	FY	2016	and	the	business	plan	for	FY	2017.	Then	there	was	a	report	
of	regular	activities	followed	by	activity	reports	from	the	various	member	
groups.
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The	festival	is	two	months	away.	One	problem	is	"sound".	As	festival	goers	enjoy	music	
and	excitement,	there	are	some	living	nearby	who	do	not	care	for	all	the	noise.	For	
MISHOP,	this	festival	is	only	once	a	year,	but	for	the	people	in	the	neighborhood,	there	
are	frequent	events	at	the	same	venue.	We	ask	for	everyone	to	try	to	take	their	trash	
home,	park	bicycles	in	designated	places,	do	not	eat	outside	the	venue,	and	watch	
that	the	sidewalks	stay	open	for	pedestrians.	Let’s	do	our	best	to	make	everyone	feel	
comfortable.
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MISHOP WORLD International Festival
Interview with Mr, Suzuki, Executive Chair of the Steering Committee

	 “MISHOP	World,	the	Mitaka	International	Festival”	will	be	held	on	
Sunday,	September	24th	from	10:00	to	15:30,	at	the	Inokashira	West	Park	
Bunka	Koryu	Hiroba	and	around	the	baseball	field.	I	asked	Mr.	Hisashi	
Suzuki,	Chair	of	the	Steering	Committee,	about	this	year’s	program.

Q: What kind of things are getting attention this year?
Mr. Suzuki:	The	MISHOP	Station	Kyorin	University’s	Magic	Circle	and	
Showa	Circle	of	Play	should	be	fun.	There	are	also	cultural	events	such	as	
the	tree	climbing	popular	among	children,	street	performers,	and	dances	by	
foreigners.	At	the	finale,	we	are	planning	a	program	where	performers	and	
visitors	on	the	stage	can	participate	together.

Q: Tell us about the meetings so far.
Mr. Suzuki: Student	participation	is	outstanding.	I	hope	to	see	a	lot	of	
youth	power.

Q: What about the different shops? 
Mr. Suzuki:	There	was	a	tremendous	response	for	shop	openings	this	year,	
so	it	was	hard	to	narrow	these	down	to	80	shops.	Seventeen	kitchen	cars	
will	serve	cuisine.

Q: Finally, what is your wish for the day?
Mr.	Suzuki:	If	the	weather	is	good	it	is	not	a	dream	to	imagine	that	the	
festival	goers	will	exceed	50,000	people.	We	are	looking	for	volunteers	for	
the	day	and	will	hold	a	volunteer	briefing	session	from	18:30	on	September	
12th.		I	invite	everyone	to	help	us	enjoy	this	day!
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