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55 people participated in the International Understanding Program

On February 6th, the lecture, “Past, current and the future of our friendship
between China and Japan” was held at MISHOP by Mr. Shin Kawashima, an
associate professor at the University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences. Since it was a popular theme, 55 people attended.

In the beginning, Mr.Kawashima presented the change in Japanese people’s
affinity towards China, based on Japanese government data, from 1978 to
2014, over the period of 37 years.

Here are some events that caused opinions
towards China to shift:

In 1978, when the Japanese-China Peace
and Amity Treaty was concluded, the number
of people who felt favorable to China was
62.1%.

2 years later, the number raised up to its peak
at 78.6%, but 1989, when the crackdown on
pro-democracy demonstrators at Tiananmen
Square occurred, the number dropped down
to 51.6%. Since then, the conflict between two countries continued. An anti-
Japanese movement occurred at the Asian Cup soccer tournament in 2004
and after that a dispute of Senkaku Islands arose and affinity towards China
hit a low at 14.8%.

Mr. Kawashima started the lecture after discussing these numbers and
explained the changing diplomatic relationship between China and Japan,
due to international situations of both countries, China’s leadership in world
economy, and other factors.

The current relationship between China and Japan has problems yet to be
solved, but Mr. Kawashima also showed the bright side of the Japan-China
relationship. When asked how they feel about China, Most Japanese people’s
responses are negative, but when they are asked if China is important, 70%
of them said “Yes, important”. At the same time, 50% of Chinese people think
Japan is an important country. Generally, both China and Japan think mutual
cooperation is necessary as economical partners. Mr.Kawashima concluded
the lecture with the comment that, from now on it is important how Japan
gets involved with China which currently leads Asia.
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Ski Tour 2015 was a well-organized success! A total of 42 participants from
11 different countries enjoyed the skiing and made new friends. The warm
support of the members was appreciated by all!

Did you miss the skiing? Don’t worry, Japan has four seasons and Spring is
on the horizon!
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Special Program in English Lounge

In the English lounge on Feb 3rd, Visuwa san talked about her home country
India. She is from a province called Gujarat, which is located in the western
part of India. She also taught us how to cook Indian curry at our event “Let’s
eat around the world”, last November.

She began talking about Indian ingredients with several pictures shown by
a projector. The audience was impressed to see so many kinds of spices
and vegetables are being sold at the market. We could easily imagine the
richness of Indian nature.

We learned lots of things about India, including that they have 325 different
languages and a deep history. It gave us a good opportunity to reconsider
and to get to know new aspects of India. It is necessary to know and
understand the mutual cultures for the real international exchanges.
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It has been four years since the Great East Japan Earthquake. But as sad as |
am to remember this profound tragedy, upon my last visit to MISHOP last week,

| was very happy to see that so many foreigners have returned to live in the
cities and study the language, of Japan.



