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Walk Rally
On May 20 (Sun), the 16th International Exchange Walk Rally was held with 115

participants from 10 different countries. Here are some of their comments.
“It was tiring, but fun. | was starving at the end” (Taiwan), “I spoke a lot.
was good that | spoke to so many people” (Vietnam), “I was happy because | got to share
so much information and participate in cultural exchange” (China), “It was good that |
was in a team from people from many different countries and could participate in cultural
exchange” (Cuba), “I'm glad | could participate. | want to take part again next year” (Korea),
“our team got on well and we had fun walking, so | will always fondly remember the long
walk” (Japan).
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International Understanding Lecture
On April 21 a lecture on “Cultures Seen Through the Eyes of Japanese Overseas

Volunteers” was presented by 4 JICA volunteers was held to speak to use about their
experiences.

Some impressions from participants included the comments “the activities
undertaken by young people overseas are wonderful”, “hearing them talk today gave
me pointers for what | want to study”, “I was impressed by how they were making
use of their valuable experiences in their current work and lives”, “I applaud their
vitality”, “this lecture based on their actual experiences, is a first step for international
understanding”, “l gained so much from them”.
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We asked Mr. Rissen who assumed office as MISHOP’s
executive secretary, replacing Mr. Ikeda, and Mr.
Unno, head of the planning committee in charge of the
International Festival, about their plans and hopes.




L ol

Joogooooooon
[

[ERERE|

O
DDDDD O oododboooodobo

0O oooo 0O oo ooo

goooooogoobobobobobboobobooobooooooo
ooo

0O ooooo ooooooooo 0oooo o oooo ooo 00000 0 oooo

o
goooobobooobbbooboobob0cocboobooooooobood
oooog

oooo o ooooooo 0O oooo o 0O oo oo u] ooo

oo o
goooboboobooboooooboboooobo gooboooooo

ooooo oo o oooo

gogoooooz20000oooooogogon

oooo o O o0 ooooooooo oooo oooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oo o o poooo oooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
gooooo

ooooao oooo oooo ooooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oooo 000000 O 0o 00oOo0oooooo ooo ooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

0 ooog oood oooo ooooooo u]

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oo o

DI:I[II:ID]]I][IEIDDDDDDDDMSDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

0Oo0 o0 0o oooooo oo oo oooo

goooooooooooogooo g b DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oo o 0oo o 0O oo o 0O 0o

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

0o o oooo

DDDDDDDEI]DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oo poooooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

oo o oo o

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

0O oo oo oo oo ooo o oooooo

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

ooooooao 0O oo

O DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

New MISHOP Executive Secretary Mr. Tetsuya Rissen

Mr. Rissen has served at Mitaka City Office for over 30 years in various areas
ranging from the board of education through to taxation. After approximately 2
months in his new role, he has been impressed by the passion foreign residents
have for studying Japanese, as witnessed by him every day at events such as
LLJ and Japanese lounge, and even more so by how active MISHOP’s volunteers
(members) are. He feels that the positive feedback and smiles from participants
makes the huge efforts of volunteers all worthwhile, and this is the driving force
behind so much of what MISHOP does. Mr. Rissen hopes to support international

exchange behind the scenes. |'E
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Committee for MISHOP WORLD Festival Chairman

Mr. Tatsuya Unno
The Mitaka International Exchange Festival will be held for the 23rd time on

September 23. The festival is attended by around 40,000 people on average. In
this day and age when information from around the world is at one’s fingertips,
the fact that this event is so well attended highlights the impression experiencing
different cultures, food, art, dancing and more first hand can leave.

The organizing committee was formed in May, and hopes to bring together the
skills and knowledge of volunteers to bring together people and cultures from
around the world.
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