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Harumi Kimura, Standing Member of the Board of Directors, and Keiko Kiyohara, Mayor
of Mitaka, spoke briefly at the meeting, followed by foreign residents registered with
MISHOP, Debra Shiraishi Platt (third generation of Japanese decent, from Hawaii) and
Khatanbaatar Khaliun (from Mongolia).

Debra, who returned to the U.S. at the end of June, came to Japan one year ago and
has been participating in MISHOP’s Japanese Lounge, English Lounge and Women'’s
Reading Club. In a mix of Japanese and English, Debra told the meeting that, “Everyone
greeted me with a smile and introduced all sorts of activities, so it was comfortable for
me to participate”. With regard to her experiences since coming to Japan, she said “My
favorite thing is how safe it is. It's safe, even walking through the park at night” and
“From living in Japan and observing students and businesses, | was able to understand
the differences | felt from my classmates when | was young, for example, the fact that |
didn’t feel as strong a desire for independence as my classmates and my awareness of
the group, etc.”.

This is Khatanbaatar’s second stay in Japan. She had previously come to Japan as
an exchange student. Khatanbaatar then gave a Power Point presentation on the
Japanese language, her impressions of Japan and introducing Mongolian culture. “I
gave birth one and a half years ago, and finally started LLJ in March. Foreigners have
lots of problems other than the language, so I'm grateful to have people to talk to”. She
summed up Japan in four words — patient, passionate, precise and peaceful”.

In the second half of the meeting, Tetsuya Rissen, Executive Secretary, presented
reports on MISHOP’s projects and plans for the coming year. This was followed by
explanations of current activities from each group. It was reported that the rate of foreign
residents returning to Japan after having left the country in the aftermath of the Great
East Japan Earthquake was still slow one year later, and member groups reported that
the numbers of foreign residents participating in various activities was less than half
what it used to be.
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Interview with MISHOP Secretariat Member,
George Takahashi

Mr. Takahashi (age: 36) from the Mitaka City Arts Center joined MISHOP’s
secretariat in April. At 189 cm tall, the handsome Mr. Takahashi was raised in
Mitaka. He is in charge of Children’s Classes, the Events Group (Youth) and the
Stage at International Exchange Festival, MISHOP WORLD.

Q. What did you do at the Mitaka City Arts Center?

A. | was in charge of the lending the facilities, such as halls, for use and other
management in the administration section.

Q. Did you know of MISHOP before?

A. | only knew the name MISHOP. | thought some Japanese and non-Japanese
learned various languages at MISHOP.

Q. Let us know your impression working as a staff member.

A. It is very fresh experience for me to see projects run mainly by volunteers and
cooperating with the secretariat because | treat citizens as “customers” at the
Mitaka City Arts Center. Participating in the international exchange Walk Rally, |
saw foreign residents and others having a good time. It was a good experience to
experience that.

Q. What do you want to learn at MISHOP in your one year training period?

A. | would like to utilize the way that projects are developed in cooperation with
citizens at the Mitaka City Arts Center as well. | am learning how to keep good
relations with volunteers and how to cooperate with them. | am interested in the
motivation for volunteers because | don’t have volunteer experience myself.
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A Japanese American lady from Hawaii and a lady from Mongolia spoke about their
countries at the Kick-off meeting. It was interesting take this opportunity to hear them
speak in person. It was a little unfortunate that there were so few people attending the
meeting.



