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A lecture on international understanding, “What an African Boy Thought About
Growing Up in Japan: What a Society Where Diverse People Can Live Together,”
was held on the afternoon of Saturday, January 25 at Mitaka Ekimae Community
Center with 53 participants. The lecturer was manga artist Rene Hoshino, who
was born in Cameroon in 1984 and raised in Japan from the age of four. Using
footage of his own manga, he spoke on themes such as an African boy's life in
Japan and taking trips with diverse perspectives.
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“Disaster Preparedness Lecture —In Case of Earthquake!” Is Held
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On the afternoon of Tuesday, February 4, 36 people, including 8 foreign
residents from Ukraine, China, and Vietnam, participated in the “Disaster
Preparedness Lecture—In Case of Earthquake!” Mr. Makoto Okura of the NPO
Mitaka Minna no Bosai (Everybody’s
Disaster Prevention) talked about how
Japan is an earthquake-prone country, |
how to protect oneself in the event

of an earthquake, and recommended

emergency supplies to keep on hand.
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It is said that 90% of the world's earthquakes occur in Japan,
and that the Inokashira Benzaiten Hall and the Nozaki Hachiman
Shrine in Mitaka collapsed during the Great Kanto Earthquake
of 1923. The 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake hit Mitaka City
with an intensity of 5 on the Japanese scale, causing 8 minor
injuries, 1 fire, damage to 70 buildings, and other losses. The
“Mitaka City Disaster Prevention Map” includes information on
temporary evacuation sites and wide-area evacuation sites in
the event of an earthquake, as well as earthquake preparedness
and actions. The map is distributed at the City Hall and other lo-

cations.
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