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If you have any problems, please feel free to
contact MISHOP.

Opening Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-17:00

https://www.mishop.jp/
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Chat Remotely!
We now have a program where you can converse over the

internet. Don’t know Japanese? That’s okay!
Conversations will be led by native Japanese-speaking

AAET 250 -4t ELHELLS! volunteers.
mil;‘}: :?,%L,k‘?_tli HP & F53% E.’((t“‘k\ Let’s all have fun speaking and playing games in Japanese
online together!
B Sign-up: See the MISHOP Homepage or the flier.
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Free Consultation for Foreign Residents
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B Consultation available for a variety of issue

various fields
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Place: | 2thFloor, Chofu City Culture Hall Tazukuri
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Tel: 03-5378-8833 Email: info@suginami-kouryu.org
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Voices from our foreign members
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BONCE I’ M ABLE TO TRAVEL MORE FREELY
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This time we heard from China-born Liu Xuemei who is currently studying
macroeconomics at graduate school.

BMHOMETOWN

I'm from the Sichuan Province in China. The Sichuan Province is famous for its
spicy food, and it’s not only the Mapo tofu that’s delicious but the seafood
dishes too. Since coming to Japan, I haven’t found anything to be “spicy.” I
feel that even dishes that are known for being spicy get adapted to the
Japanese palate. On a spiciness level of | to 10, spiciness in the Sichuan
Province is a “10” while in Japan it’s around a “5.” There are some restaurants

in Tokyo that taste very close to the real thing. My friends and I tell each
other about the restaurants we’ve enjoyed. If you want to know the names of
some places, just contact me (LOL).

B DAILY LIFE

I lived in Kyoto for two years after coming to Japan in 2019, where I attended

a Japanese language school while studying for graduate school.

It was located right next to Fushimi Inari so I got a real feel of Kyoto. Kyoto has
its own dialect, but the teachers at the language school only spoke standard
Japanese. I'd hear the Kansai dialect in town, but I can’t make sense of it (LOL).
Time seems to pass more slowly in Kyoto. Tokyo is very crowded and hectic. I used
the bus a lot in Kyoto. The bus is cheaper than the subway, but even the closest
place in a straight line can take a long time on a roundabout route, so it was hard
until I got used to it. Train fare in Tokyo is cheaper than in Kyoto! I guess it has
to do with the number of users.

The other day, I moved out of the international dorm where I'd been living for the
past 6 months. Rent in Tokyo is so high compared to Kyoto! But it’s a load off,
living in a place close to stores and the station. There were few students in the
dorms because of coronavirus, and it was a bit barren and lonely, so I'm glad I
moved out. COVID- |9 has also made it so that all my classes have been online.
All the students have their cameras off and when anyone has a question or
opinion, they type it into the chat, so I speak very little Japanese in class. The
teacher also speaks one-sidedly to the screen, so I guess it’s a little sad.
Recently, the teacher’s taken to lecturing while tipped back on his chair (LOL).
B SCHOOL LIFE IN CHINA

It’s standard for Chinese students to live in the dorm when in college. The rooms
are small, with four to six people sleeping in bunk beds to fit, but I liked getting
to live with my friends. There are no kitchens, so the meals are mainly provided
by eateries on campus.

There are three buildings with three to six floors worth of eateries in them, so
they can handle a large student load since students take their meals at the same
time. “Ren shan ren hai” (AW A) is a phrase in Chinese that you use when
referring to “a mountain or sea of people” and that’s what meal time feels like.
B IMPRESSION

Life in Japan is very comfortable. I think the Japanese spirit of service is No. !
Be it store clerks, security guards, or librarians, everyone makes sure to greet
you properly. There’s a “passion” and “heart” to it that goes beyond “it’s just their
job” that really makes me happy. A lot of senior citizens also work but even in the
rain or at night, they’ll always make eye contact and smile. Especially when I first
came to Japan and started living alone, their kindness helped me many times. But
I'm not good at being talked to on the street! People will speak so quickly and
without any warning so I don’t know what they’re saying...so all I do is smile and
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say “good-bye!” It’s times like that when I really wish I could speak Japanese

better, so I'm working on that.
ESTUDY
I enrolled in graduate school in Tokyo in the spring of 2021 and am now studying
macroeconomics. After I graduate, I'd like to do consulting work in Japan, but for
now I’'m concentrating on my daily studies and improving my Japanese. I don’t
have many opportunities to speak Japanese, but getting to see and hear so much
of the Japanese language, I'm beginning to understand it better.
BONCE I' M ABLE TO TRAVEL MORE FREELY
I want to go back home for a spell! The last time I visited home was in 2019...
Also, I want to climb Mt. Fuji! I love mountain-climbing and when I was in
college, I climbed a few mountains. In Chengdu of the Sichuan Province,
there’s a famous mountain called Mt. Qingcheng. It has an elevation of about
1200 meters. And I also climbed a mountain near it that’s 3000 meters high!
I'm hoping that one day soon I'll be able to climb Mount Fuji!
Y% Ms. Liu, thank you for your wonderful testimony!
Y Thanks to Christine Dashiell for the English translation.
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